It is more than four years since I came to Japan. Itis
high time to form a concrete impression about the place,
people and custom where I live.

The thing which has impressed me most is the four
distinct seasons of Japan. This has been a very pleasant
change for me, who come from the southern part of India,
where it is warm and the surroundings are monotonously
the same all the year round. Here the activities, eating
habits, dress and even the mood of the people change as
the season changes.

All the seasons are remarkable in their own way
—summer with its bright and sunny weather and flowers
all around you, autumn with its mild cool climate and
multi coloured mountains, winter with the cold weather
and snow clad trees and spring with its mild warm climate
and every where fully blossomed sakuras giving a treat to
your eyes. It is so wonderful to watch your surroundings
gradually change as the time passes by.

My impression about this society is that this is a very
well organized society or in other wdrds it is a group
oriented society. Japanese society gives much impor-
tance to team work and individual performance doesn’t
call much attention. People try to think and act as a
group. So given a particular situation, I think, almost
every body would react the same way.

My impression before coming to Japan was that
Japanese are ’workaholics’. Still my impression is not
changed-Japanese do love to work. But all over Japan
there is a tendency to remove the label of 'workaholics’
from them.

In Japan, even though all the activities of a house are
managed by women, their role in the society is not very
significant. This is basically a male dominated society and
even with the advent of time the attitude of men towards
women has not been much changed. I am really surpris-
ed to see that in an advanced country like Japan, only a
very few women occupy important positions in the

27 (219) [EX7+—35 4288855 (No.332) 1996.12.5

X - N)b e RIVAR
Balu Varghese

~
- - = 5
Lo i
7£L ATl .
e B
- B
CRHEEE LT s
KBEERE CBEKR Y
ZE L ARG B L EF
2R FEEFHE L X
BBk TrER
BHYE #v H
BEEE g2 o
=1 - By
e d S o
. EE =®
BOE s

society. I think the family values and ties are still strong
in Japanese society, especially among the old genera-
tion. But with the drastic modernization and fastness in
life and a blind tendency among the youngsters to follow
anything American or Western these values are getting
weaker day by day.

When I think of Japanese food, the first thing which
comes to my mind is soyu. Soyu is an inevitable ingredi-
ent in almost all Japanese preparations.

Japanese pay much attention to the arrangement and
it is here in Japan that I learned to say ’It is beautiful’
rather than saying ’it is delicious’ looking at the food.
Eating raw fish and octopus was some thing which I
thought I would never attempt in my life and now I can
eat these things as deliciously as any other Japanese.

Japan is a safe country where people live in peace and
harmony. Ireally enjoy my stay in this beautiful country.

B EE bk MY g 53 T = 5 =

> L » s RBAE Sy )RR BB
e - L - = e T E
B - s 2D =B
Lt R e @EEHL S0
. s s B
_Elaecrm;éyrstag%@?iamwga
Eiib:%b§ﬂ‘<0)zl<tpj%?i§'ccitc$€
cHhoa s E e s A
O b UK TEEL P s E o
= s H &, e D5l 0D g
E - L 2B BB O
- = L s
e s s
S HS = B s U RS
= k£ C & e o = = 5 L & B Ex o0
L 5 i3 =% » & © oy 5 B M e
A3 RlL 2 (D & 5 F A = " A=
. = e 72 ) 7 X 33 e
12 8 b 2D > H S = o) ¢ g
2 o Ho * o®m e FE HD > =



